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CHAPTER 1. 
'fffE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CLIMATE OF VICTORIAN GLASGOW 
The success and wealth of the industrial city, has, throughout 
history, been dependent upon its ability to manage and utilise its 
intrinsic natural resources and to direct them into its industry in 
order that full employment might be provided for its population, 
manufacturing what might be regarded as an exchangeable commodity 
for its economy. The success of this mechanism depends largely upon 
the principles of supply and demand; it is an integral part of the 
system that a market must be found, and maintained, on which these 
�ufactured or natural goods might be exchanged. A successful 
industrial city is one who can easily divert her energies towards 
the manufacture of a new exchange commodity should the market for 
the previous one either terminate or become inviable. The City of 
Glasgow is no exception to this rule. During the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries Glasgow's wealth grew from her trading with 
the world in such commodities as tobacco and cotton, but following 
the collapse in the supply of these, she directed her energies towards 
iron and heavy-engineering products. By the end of the nineteenth 
century Glasgow had become one of the principal world centres for 
this indua try. 
Initially Glasgow v s trading was in tobacco and textiles, which 
she shipped to and from the Americas and through her own industries 
to the rest of the world. In exchange for the untreated tobacco she 
supplied .America with those commodities most required by a growing 
nation. Vast fortwies were accumulated by the merchants who control­
led this trading, and the 'Tobacco Lords', as they were commonly 
known, were to realise a standing in society which had previously been 
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